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1 . Claims 22-31 ,52-70 are pending. Claims 62,63,70 have been amended. 

2. The new abstract is recorded. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. Claim 62 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

a. It was unclear that an information source outside the communication network 
means. Examiner assumed it's an external network. 

b. It was unclear what the first platform (one of the plurality of messaging 
platforms) means any significant in comparison to the others. Examiner considers as a 
common platform. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 22-31 ,52-70 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 22-26,52-56,70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Khoyi et al [Khoyi 5,261,080]. 
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5. As per claim 52, Khoyi discloses a system for delivering information to a 
subscriber on a messaging system the system comprising: 

a messaging platform having means for receiving a mailbox ID (i.e.: mailbox 
name) and service information from a subscriber and means for requesting from a 
master platform information (i.e.: host server) corresponding to said service information, 
said master platform having means for communicating with an information source (i.e.: 
database) , said means for communicating responsive to said means for requesting by 
requesting information corresponding to said service information from said information 
source [Khoyi, the host connected to the workstation, database, col 22 lines 29-60; 
mailbox name, col 34 lines 35]; 

wherein said master platform is configured to responds to any information 
received from said information source by sending said information to said messaging 
platform [Khoyi, data exchange means, col 85 lines 35-45]; and 

wherein said messaging platform is configured to converts said information to 
have a delivery format corresponding to a delivery format selected by said subscriber 
[Khoyi, data conversion routines, selected data format, col 49 lines 7-37]; 

said messaging platform having means for providing said information in said 
delivery format to said subscriber [Khoyi, private exchange formats, col 53 lines 38-63] 
when said subscriber accesses a mailbox corresponding to said mailbox ID [Khoyi, 
mailbox name, col 34 lines 35]. 
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6. As per claim 53, Khoyi discloses said service information includes an information 
type, and a delivery format [Khoyi, type and format, col 4 lines 6-24]. 

7. As per claim 54, Khoyi discloses said delivery format includes a voice delivery 
format [Khoyi, sound format, col 52 lines 27-34]. 

8. As per claim 55, Khoyi discloses said delivery format includes an email format 
[Khoyi, text format, col 51 line 67-col 52 line 5]. 

9. As per claim 56, Khoyi discloses said delivery format includes a fax format 
[Khoyi, graphic or picture format, col 52 lines 6-21]. 

10. As per claim 22, Khoyi discloses A method for providing information to a 
subscriber on a messaging system, the method comprising: 

the steps of providing a mailbox ID and service information to a messaging 
platform, said mailbox ID corresponding to a subscriber serviced by said messaging 
platform and said service information including an information type, a delivery period, 
and a delivery format [Khoyi, the host connected to the workstation, database, col 22 
lines 29-60; mailbox name, col 34 lines 35; the time limit expires, col 66 line 2]; 

sending a request to a master platform in response to said service information, 
said master platform responding to said request by requesting information from an 
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information source, said information corresponding to said service information [Khoyi, 
the exchange source and destination data formats, col 51 lines 1-8]; 

sending information received from said information source to said messaging 
platform [Khoyi, source and destination data formats, col 51 lines 1-8]; 

converting information received from said information source into a delivery 
format corresponding to said delivery format selected in said step of providing service 
information [Khoyi, convert in, convert out, col 33 lines 57-67; data conversion routines, 
selected data format, col 49 lines 7-37]; and 

providing said information to a subscriber when said subscriber accesses a 
mailbox corresponding to said mailbox ID [Khoyi, mailbox name, col 34 lines 35]. 



11. As per claim 23, Khoyi discloses maintaining a master profile table, said master 
profile table having a messaging platform profile for each messaging platform 
established on the messaging network, said messaging platform profile including a host 
ID, an area of operation, an operation schedule, and a token pool [Khoyi, resource ID, 
col 26 lines 11; Object manager ID, col 26 line 45; object manager table, col 35 lines 
25]. 

12. As per claim 24, Khoyi discloses said delivery format includes a fax delivery 
format [Khoyi, graphic or picture format, col 52 lines 6-21]. 
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13. As per claim 25, Khoyi discloses said delivery format includes a voice delivery 
format [Khoyi, sound format, col 52 lines 27-34]. 

14. As per claim 26, Khoyi discloses said delivery format includes an email format 
[Khoyi, text format, col 51 line 67-col 52 line 5]. 

15. As per claim 31, Khoyi discloses said master platform converts said information 
received from said information source into an email format and sends said email 
formatted information to a mailbox supported by a messaging platform that corresponds 
to said mailbox ID, if an email format has been chosen as said delivery format [Khoyi, 
mailbox name, col 34 lines 35; selected data format, col 49 lines 7-37]. 

16. As per claim 62, Khoyi discloses A messaging network, comprising 

a plurality of messaging platforms coupled to a communication network, each of 
the plurality of messaging platforms communicating with the others of the plurality of 
messaging platforms via the communication network [Khoyi, the host connected to the 
workstation, database, col 22 lines 29-60]; 

a user messaging device coupled to a first of the plurality of messaging 
platforms, the user messaging device being configured to transmit a mailbox ID and 
service information to the first of the plurality of messaging platforms with the first of the 
plurality of messaging platforms being configured to receive the mailbox ID and service 
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information and to generate a request message in response thereto [Khoyi, mailbox 
name, col 34 lines 35]; 

a master platform coupled to the communication network and configured to 
receive the request message from the first of the plurality of messaging platforms, the 
request message including a request for information corresponding to the service 
information [Khoyi, the exchange source and destination data formats, col 51 lines 1-8]; 
and 

an information source outside the communication network coupled to the master 
platform and configured to receive the request for information corresponding to the 
service information and to respond to the request with a response message, the master 
platform further configured to receive the response message and to transmit the 
response message to the first of the plurality of messaging platforms [Khoyi, foreign 
data format, col 49 lines 7-27]. 

17. As per claim 63, Khoyi discloses the first of the plurality of messaging platforms 
is further configured to process the information in the information source response 
message to have a delivery format corresponding to a delivery format selected by a 
subscriber [Khoyi, selected data format, col 49 lines 7-37]. 

18. As per claim 64, Khoyi discloses the first of the plurality of messaging platforms 
is further configured to respond to subscriber access of a mailbox corresponding to the 
mailbox ID by providing the information in the information source response message to 
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the subscriber in the selected delivery format [Khoyi, mailbox name, col 34 lines 35; 
selected data format, col 49 lines 7-37]. 

19. As per claim 65, Khoyi discloses the information in the information source 
response message delivered to the subscriber is multimedia information [Khoyi, text, 
sound, and picture formats, col 51 line 67-col 52 line 34]. 

20. Claims 66-69 contain the similar limitations set forth of the apparatus claims 
53,56-57,59 respectively. Therefore, claims 66-69 are rejected for the similar rationale 
set forth in claims 53,56-57,59. 

21 . As per claim 70, Khoyi discloses A system for delivering information to a 
subscriber on a messaging system, the system comprising 

a master messaging computer having a communication module [Khoyi, object 
manager program 240, Fig 9, col 24 lines 30-43]; 

a messaging computer having a communication module configured to receive a 
mailbox ID and service information from a subscriber and to communicate with the 
master messaging computer communication module to request from the master 
messaging computer information corresponding to the service information [Khoyi, 
mailbox name, col 34 lines 35]; 

the master messaging computer communication module being further configured 
to communicate with an information source in response to the master messaging 
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computer communication module receiving the request for information corresponding to 
the service information from the messaging computer communication module, the 
communication from the master messaging computer communication module to the 
information source comprising a request for information corresponding to the service 
information [Khoyi, the host connected to the workstation, database, col 22 lines 29-60]; 

wherein the master messaging computer is further configured to respond to any 
information received from the information source by sending the information to the 
messaging computer [Khoyi, the exchange source and destination data formats, col 51 
lines 1-8]; 

wherein the messaging computer is further configured to convert the information 
to have a delivery format corresponding to a delivery format selected by the subscriber 
[Khoyi, data conversion routines, selected data format, col 49 lines 7-37]; and 

wherein the messaging computer communication module is further configured to 
provide the information in the delivery format to the subscriber [Khoyi, private exchange 
formats, col 53 lines 38-63] when the subscriber accesses a mailbox corresponding to 
the mailbox ID [Khoyi, mailbox name, col 34 lines 35]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 27-30,57-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Khoyi et al [Khoyi, 5,261 ,080] in view of Fuller et al [Fuller, col 5224,156]. 

22. As per claim 57, Khoyi discloses the system using a mailbox and user selected 
message format. However Khoyi does not explicitly detail "said master platform 
forwards said information received from said information source to said messaging 
platform only when said messaging platform has an in-operation status". 

In the same endeavor, Fuller discloses a system sending and receiving electronic 
message (i.e.: voice, facsimile) using a mailbox number, the user selects type of 
notification, forwarding feature [Fuller, mailbox, col 4 lines 3-20; the forwarding feature 
and type of notification selected by the user, col 9 lines 3-19] 

Therefore it would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the forwarding feature as taught by Fulle into the 
Khoyi's apparatus in order to utilize the data exchange process. Doing so would provide 
an integrated system and user environment which facilitates the ability to communicate 
between users and data types. 

23. As per claim 58, Khoyi-Fuller disclose said in-operation status is based on said 
operation schedule defined for said messaging platform [Khoyi, the time limit expires, 
col 66 line 2]. 

24. As per claim 61 , Khoyi-Fuller disclose said master platform, converts said 
information received from said information source into an email format and sends said 
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email formatted information to a mailbox supported by a messaging platform that 
corresponds to said mailbox ID, if an email format has been chosen as said delivery 
format [Fuller converts the report information from digital format to facsimile compatible 
format, col 1 1 lines 24-35]. 

25. As per claim 59, Khoyi-Fuller disclose said master platform delays sending said 
information received from said information source to said messaging platform when said 
messaging platform has a non-operational status [Fuller, relay operation, col 3 lines 35- 



26. As per claim 60, Khoyi-Fuller disclose said non-operational status is obtained 
when said token pool falls below a selected threshold [Khoyi, the time limit expires, col 
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